
 

 1 

DIRK J. SMIT  

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

 

BOOKS 

2024 Essays on the Real Church. Collected Essays 8. Dirk J. Smit, Sipho Mahokoto (ed.), 

Stellenbosch: Sun Press (awaiting publication) 

2023 Gesprekke oor Geestelike Waardes. Versamelde Opstelle 7 Dirk J. Smit, Stellenbosch: Sun 

Press, red. Nadia Marais 

2023 Gedagtes oor Geestelike Waardes. Versamelde Opstelle 6 Dirk J. Smit, Stellenbosch: Sun Press, 

red. Robert Vosloo 

2019 Confessing Together? Considering the ‘Wittenberg Witness‘ and the Future of the Church, 

Tainan: Tainan Theological College and Seminary (in Chinese, with English text) 

2018 Ons glo in. Gedagtes en motiewe uit wat die kerk bely oor God as Vader, Seun en Heilige Gees, 

Wellington: BybelMedia 

2015 Goeie genade – is dit dan genoeg, Kaapstad: Naledi. 

2014 Om te leef asof nie. Meditasies opgedra aan Russel Botman, Wellington: BybelMedia. 

2013 Remembering Theologians – Doing Theology. Collected Essays 5, red. R R Vosloo, 

Stellenbosch: Sun Press. 

2013 Opstelle oor Gereformeerd-wees vandag. Versamelde Opstelle 4, red. L D Hansen, 

Stellenbosch: Sun Press.  

 

EDITED WORKS 

2016 H. Lessing, T. Dedering, J. Kampmann, and D. Smit, eds., Contested Relations: Protestantism 

between Southern Africa and Germany from the 1930s to the Apartheid Era, Chester Publications, 

Pietermaritzburg. A translation of Umstrittene Beziehungen. Protestantismus zwischen dem 

südlichen Afrika und Deutschland von den 1930er Jahren bis in die Apartheidzeit, Wiesbaden: 

Harrassowitz Verlag, 2015. 

2015 Bernard C Lategan and D. Smit (ed.), Hermeneutics and Social Transformation. A Selection 

from the Essays of Bernard Lategan, Stellenbosch: Sun Media. 

 

ESSAYS IN JOURNALS 

2023 ”Confessing church today?,” Acta Theologica 43 (1): 193-210, DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.38140/at.v43/1.7393 

2023 “On dreaming a different world together?,“ Stellenbosch Theological Journal. Mirrors and 

Windows, Vol 9, No 3, 1-21 DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.17570/stj.2023.v9n3.a6 Online ISSN 2413-

9467/Print 2413-9459 

2023 “On Theological Promise,” Stellenbosch Theological Journal Vol 9, No 1, 1–29, DOI: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.17570/stj.2023.v n1.a3 

2022 ”Being Reformed today?,” Acta Theologica 42 42(2): 239-343, DOI: http://dx.doi. 

Org/10.19920/23099089/actat.v42i2.21 

2022 “On Listening? Listening (anew) to an 80-year-Old,“ Stellenbosch Theological Journal Vol 8, 

No 1, 1-21. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.17570/stj.2022.v8n1.a3, a public lecture in honour of Denise 

Ackermann on the occasion of her 80th birthday 

2021 “On Politics of Friendship,“ Stellenbosch Theological Journal, Vol 7/1, 1-39, also as 

https://doi.org/10.17570/stj.2021.v7n1.a13, online lecture in honour of Nico Koopman on his 60th 

birthday 

https://doi.org/10.38140/at.v43/1.7393
http://dx.doi.org/10.17570/stj.2023.v9n3.a6
http://dx.doi/
http://dx.doi.org/10.17570/stj.2022.v8n1.a3
https://doi.org/10.17570/stj.2021.v7n1.a13
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2021 “Schism – and Reformed Theology?,“ Acta Theologica 41(2), 176-195, access also available at           

http://dx.doi.org/10.18820/23099089/actat.v41i2.10 

2021 “On Thinking,“ Verbum et Ecclesia Vol 42(2) (special edition commemorating Wentzel van 

Huyssteen’s 80 birthday), 21-31 (a2311, https://doi.org/10.4102/ve.v42i2.2311), published online 

and in book form 

2019 “ʽOften Distortions with Horrifying Social Implications’? On How Doctrine Matters for Public 

Life,” Evang. Theol. 79. Jg., Heft 1, S. 58–73 

2018 “‘Hope for Even the Most Wretched‘? On Remembering the Reformation,“ Stellenbosch 

Theological Journal December Vol 4, No 2, 703–725 

2018 “Jesus Today? On Christology in South Africa,“ Verkündiging und Forschung 63. Jg., Heft 2, 

139-151 

2017 “On the Importance of the Belhar Confession Today,“ Collegium Doctorum. Magyar 

Református Teológia, 13. Évfolyam, 2017/2, 263-274.  

2017 "The Contribution of Religions to the Common Good in Pluralist Societies – A Christian 

Perspective," International Journal of Public Theology 2017/11, 290–300. 

2016 “On the Reception of Bonhoeffer – A Case Study of South-South Dialogue,” Stellenbosch 

Theological Journal 2016, Vol 2, No 1, 89–107. 

2015 “‘Making History for the Coming Generation’—On the Theological Logic of Russel Botman’s 

Commitment to Transformation,” Stellenbosch Theological Journal Vol 1/No 2, 607-632. 

2015 “‘No Polycarps Among Us’? Questions for Reformed Political Theology Today,” Studies in 

Christian Ethics, Vol 28 Num 2, 187-200. 

2015 “‘(T)his cry activates the freedom given and therefore the obedience required,’ The work of the 

Spirit from ‘Calvin’ to ‘Barth’?,“Zeitschrift für dialektische Theologie, 51-88.  

2015 ”Reading the Bible through the Ages? Historical and Hermeneutical Perspectives,” Stellenbosch 

Theological Journal Vol 1/No 2, 175–194.  

2014 “‘Jesus’ und ‘Politik,’” Evangelische Theologie 74. Jahrgang, 1-2014, 57-70. 

2014 “Gegenwart des lebendigen Christus. Calvins Theologie des Abendmahls als ökumenische 

Herausforderung.” Evangelische Theologie 74. Jahrgang, 6-2014, 423-437.  

 

CHAPTERS IN BOOKS 

2023 "'...(T)his cry activates the freedom given and therefore the obedience required' : The work of 

the Spirit from 'Calvin' to 'Barth'?," in We Believe in the Holy Spirit, Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 

ed. Henco van der Westhuizen, 157-188 

2022 “Trinity, History – and Discernment?,“ in Henco van der Westhuizen (ed.), Reader in 

Trinitarian Theology, Auckland Park: University of Johannesburg Press, 189-210.  

2022 “The Trinity in the Reformed Tradition,“ in Henco van der Westhuizen (ed.), Reader in 

Trinitarian Theology, Auckland Park: University of Johannesburg Press, 241-262.  

2022 “On the Witness of the Church,“ Heinrich Bedford-Strohm, Peter Bubmann, Hans-Ulrich 

Dallmann, Helga Kuhlmann, Torsten Meireis (Hrsg.), Kritische öffentliche Theologie. Wolfgang 

Huber zum 80. Geburtstag, Berlin: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 31-46 

2021 “On Truth-Telling,“ in Vänskap/Friendship: Festschrift för Arne Rasmusson, eds. Ola Sigurdson 

& Jayne Svenungsson, Malmö: Spricka Förlag, 223-242 

2021 “On Pleasant Company – From Geselligkeit to Ecumenical Spirituality,“ in Hannes Müller, 

Stefan Dienstbeck & Lisanne Teuchert (Hrsg.), Beziehungsweisen. Theologie aus dialogischer 

Überzeugung, Festschrift für Bernd Oberdorfer, Gütersloh: Gütersloher Verlagshaus, 20-38 

http://dx.doi.org/10.18820/23099089/actat.v41i2.10
https://doi.org/10.4102/ve.v42i2.2311
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2021 “Africa,“ Oxford Handbook of Ecumenical Studies, eds. G Wainwright & P MacPartlan, New 

York: Oxford University Press, 509-517  

2021 “On the Role of Authority in Churches‘ Moral Discernment during Apartheid,“ in Churches and 

Moral Discernment, Volume 2: Learning from History, eds. Myriam Wijlens, Vladimir Shmaliy & 

Simone Sinn, Geneva: WCC, Faith and Order Paper No. 229, 105-126 

2021 “‘Reimagining Hope with and like Children,“ Marcia Bunge (ed), Child Theology: Diverse 

Methods and Global Perspectives, Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 206-230 

2021 “Memories of Conversations,“ foreword in Henco van der Westhuizen, Faith Active in Love. On 

the Theology of Michael Welker, Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 5-13 

2019 “Freedom in Community: ‘Surprising Discovery‘ and ‘Paradoxical Connection‘? (with 

bibliography),“ in Michael Welker (ed), Quests for Freedom. Biblical, Historical, Contemporary. 

Second Edition, Eugene, Or: Cascade Books, 278-314 

2018 “Reading Rightly? On Hermeneutics of Trust, Hope and Commitment,” in Jeremy Punt & 

Marius Nel (eds), Reading Writing Right, Essays Presented in Honour of Prof AEJ (Elna) Mouton, 

Stellenbosch: Africa SunMedia, 19-39. 

2018 “Justice as/and Compassion? On the Good Samaritan and Political Theology,“ Frits de Lange & 

L Juliana Claassens (eds), Considering Compassion: Global Ethics, Human Dignity and the 

Compassionate God, Eugene, OR: Pickwick, Wipf & Stock, 109-128 

2018 “Contributions of Religions to the Common Good in Pluralistic Societies from a Christian 

Perspective? Some Critical Remarks,” in M L Pirner, J Laehnemann, W Haussmannn, S Schwarz 

(eds), Public Theology, Religious Diversity, and Interreligious Learning: Contributing to the 

Common Good through Religious Education, New York: Routledge, 11-21 

2018 “What makes worship good?” in Liturgy and Ethics. New Contributions from Reformed 

Perspectives, ed. Pieter Vos, Leiden: Brill/Rodopi, 19-48. 

2017 “Barmen and Belhar in Conversation: A South African Perspective,“ in Mary-Anne Plaatjies-

van Huffel & Leepo Modise (eds), Belhar Confession. The Embracing Confession of Faith for 

Church and Society, Stellenbosch: Sun Press, 407-420. 

2017 “Could being Reformed have made a difference? On practical theology and ethics in South 

Africa,“ Imagining a Way: Essays in Reformed Practical Theology and Ethics, ed. Clive Pearson, 

Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 39-52 

2017 “Security of Expectations? On Welker’s Theology of Law, “Festschrift for Michael Welker, 

Guenter Thomas & Heike Springhart (eds), Risiko und Vertrauen/Risk and Trust, Leipzig: 

Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 195-206.   

2017 “Religion and civil society in ‘South Africa’? Searching for grammar for life together, “in 

Michael Welker, Koos Vorster & Nico Koopman (eds), Church and Civil Society. German and 

South African Perspectives, Stellenbosch: Sun Media, 63-106. 

2017 “Das Belhar Bekenntnis: Kontext, Hermeneutik und Folgen? Belhar im Kontext 

südafrikanischer Bekenntnisbildung,“ in Neuere reformierte Bekenntnisse im Fokus. Studien zu 

ihrer Entstehung und Geltung, Maren Bienert, Carsten Jochum-Bortfeld, Marco Hofheinz (Hrsg.), 

Zürich: TVZ, 203-219 

2017 “Living with strangers? On constructing ethical discourses, “Daniel Pedersen & Christopher 

Liley, eds., Human Origins and the Image of God: Essays in Honor of J. Wentzel van Huyssteen. 

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 273-313 

2017 “Does it Matter? On whether there is Method in the Madness,” Companion to Public Theology, 

eds. Sebastian Kim & Katie Day, Leiden: Brill, 67-92. 
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2017 “His Life as Theologian,“ in Russel Botman. A Tribute, Stellenbosch: Sun Media, eds Albert 

Grundling, Ruda Landman & Nico Koopman, Stellenbosch: African Sun Media, 73-98 

2016 “Welcoming Children? – On Building Cultures of Trust,” Welcoming Africa’s Children: 

Theological and Ministry Perspectives, eds. G Breed & J Grobbelaar (eds), Cape Town: AOSIS, 1-

141. 

2016 “‘…on earth as it is in heaven?’ On the political potentials of theological metaphors,“ Der 

Himmel als transkultureller ethischer Raum: Himmelskonstellationen im Spannungsfeld von 

Literatur und Wissen, Hrsg. H Lesch, S Waldow, B Oberdorfer, Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & 

Ruprecht, 49-76. 

2015 “‘Hermeneutics, what is that then?‘ – An Introduction,“ in B C Lategan, Hermeneutics and 

Social Transformation, Stellenbosch: Sun Media, 3-12. 

2015 “Das Paradigma Öffentliche Theologie. Entstehung und Entwicklung“ in F Höhne & F van 

Oorschot (Hrsg.), Grundtexte Öffentliche Theologie, Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 127-141. 

2015 “Freedom in community – ‘Surprising discovery’ and ‘paradoxical connection’?,” Quests for 

Freedom. Biblical – Historical – Contemporary, ed. M Welker, Neukirchen: Neukirchener Verlag, 

267-298. 

2015 “Barths Krisentheologie in Kontexten radikaler Transformation lesen? Eine südafrikanische 

Reflexion,” in Georg Pfleiderer & Harald Matern (Hrsg.), Theologie im Umbruch. Karl Barths 

frühe Dialektische Theologie. Christentum und Kultur. Band 15, Zürich: TVZ, 151-168. 

2015 “’Whose law?‘ South African struggles with notions of justice,” Religion and Human Rights. 

Global Challenges from Intercultural Perspectives, eds. W Graeb & L Charbonnier, Berlin: Walter 

de Gruyter, 149–174. 

2014. ”Resisting ’Lordless Power’ – Boesak on Power,” Prophet from the South. Essays in Honour of 

Allan Aubrey Boesak, eds. Prince Dibeela, Puleng Lenka-Bula & Vuyani Vellem, Stellenbosch: Sun 

Press, 2014, 11–35. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS IN ENCYCLOPEDIAS AND HANDBOOKS 

2023 “On Election and Hope? Conflicting Stories from Twentieth-Century South Africa,“ in T & T 

Clark Handbook of Election, ed. Edwin van Driel, Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 518-535  

2019 “Africa,“ Oxford Handbook of Ecumenical Studies, eds. G Wainwright & P MacPartlan, New 

York: Oxford University Press 

2015 “Apartheid,” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and Ethics, ed. Robert L. Brawley, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 21–29. 

2015 “Restitution,” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and Ethics, ed. Robert L. Brawley, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 204-207. 

 

VIDEOS AND PAPERS ON THE INTERNET 

2021 “On the ‘Theology‘ of Public Theology,“ Online lecture in Public Theology Online Lecture 

Series by Berlin Institute for Public Theology, Humboldt University, Berlin, and Beyers Naude 

Centre for Public Theology, Stellenbosch University & the Lutheran World Federation 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRJCGWz7Mo8&list=PL-ksu1r6CRrH7lVIEBpio1eA--

FglJ23F&index=4) 

2021 “The Role of Authority in Moral Discernment,“ online talk during Conference on “Change in 

Moral Teaching – Exploring Continuity and Discontinuity,“ organised by Faith and Order, World 

Council of Churches, 27 May 2021, available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlf3U07Y5Zo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRJCGWz7Mo8&list=PL-ksu1r6CRrH7lVIEBpio1eA--FglJ23F&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRJCGWz7Mo8&list=PL-ksu1r6CRrH7lVIEBpio1eA--FglJ23F&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlf3U07Y5Zo
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2021 “The Wittenberg Witness,“ online talk as part of international consultation organised by the 

World Communion of Reformed Churches on the fruit of recent ecumenical dialogues, 4 June 2021 

2021 “Conversations in the Parlor,“ response during online simposium “A Living Legacy? 

Celebrating Dirk. J. Smit’s 70th Birthday,“ organised by colleagues from the University of the 

Western Cape, Stellenbosch & Princeton Theological Seminary on 19-20 October 2021, 

https://www.facebook.com/matiestheology/videos/dirk-j-smit-a-living-legacy-transnational-

symposium/1486759998347229/?__so__=permalink&__rv__=related_videos; 

https://www.facebook.com/matiestheology/videos/dirk-j-smit-a-living-legacy-transnational-

symposium-session-2/566007224609907/?__so__=permalink&__rv__=related_videos; 

https://www.facebook.com/matiestheology/videos/1533321543678174/ 

2019 “Bekennende Kirche heute?,” during 20 year commemoration of partnership agreement between 

URCSA, the Reformed Alliance, the Evangelical Reformed Church in Germany, and the Church of 

Lippe, in Riedeln, Germany, 29 June 2019, at https://www.reformiert-

info.de/Bekennende_Kirche_heute-23653-0-0-2.html 

2019 “Schism – and Reformed Theology?,“ New Brunswick Theological Seminary, Reformed 

Church Center, 5 November 2019, https://vimeo.com/299251067 

2018 “Hope for Even the Most Wretched? Speaking of Election, “The Annie Kinkead Warfield 

Lectures 2018, Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton NJ, 19-22 March 2018 (available as 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjSFe-2r4QfsBpt0aY_tnFPsNLCkuiNuE). 

2016 "The Contribution of Religions to the Common Good in Pluralist Societies – A Christian 

Perspective," plenary paper during the XIIthe International Nuremberg Forum on the theme 

“Öffentlichkeit – Religion – Bildung," Nürnberg, Germany, 4-6 October 2016 (video on web at 

https://www.video.uni-erlangen.de/webplayer/id/24807). 

 

https://www.facebook.com/matiestheology/videos/dirk-j-smit-a-living-legacy-transnational-symposium/1486759998347229/?__so__=permalink&__rv__=related_videos
https://www.facebook.com/matiestheology/videos/dirk-j-smit-a-living-legacy-transnational-symposium/1486759998347229/?__so__=permalink&__rv__=related_videos
https://www.facebook.com/matiestheology/videos/dirk-j-smit-a-living-legacy-transnational-symposium-session-2/566007224609907/?__so__=permalink&__rv__=related_videos
https://www.facebook.com/matiestheology/videos/dirk-j-smit-a-living-legacy-transnational-symposium-session-2/566007224609907/?__so__=permalink&__rv__=related_videos
https://www.facebook.com/matiestheology/videos/1533321543678174/
https://www.reformiert-info.de/Bekennende_Kirche_heute-23653-0-0-2.html
https://www.reformiert-info.de/Bekennende_Kirche_heute-23653-0-0-2.html
https://vimeo.com/299251067
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjSFe-2r4QfsBpt0aY_tnFPsNLCkuiNuE
https://www.video.uni-erlangen.de/webplayer/id/24807

