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Historical Jesus and Methodology," Princeton Theological Seminary, April 2007.

Discussion of The Luminous Dusk for "Tapestry," program of the Canadian Broadcasting
Company Radio One; broadcast date: Jan. 21, 2007.

Lecture on "The Old Testament in the New Testament" and multiple workshops on "The Bible
and the Problem of Evil" for the Northeast Pennsylvania Wee Kirk Conference, Mount Pleasant,
PA, October 2006.
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The Stoner Lecture Series ("The Quest for the Historical Jesus"), Sewickley Presbyterian
Church, Sewickley PA, September 2006.

"The Gospel of Matthew" for the Summer Youth Institute, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary,
July 2006.

Presentation on "What's New in New Testament Scholarship?," for Annual Meeting of the
Association for Retired Ministers, their Spouses or Survivors (PCUSA), Pittsburgh, June 2006.

Lecture on the "The Historical Jesus in Recent Study" for the Rabbi Samuel Meyer Memorial
Luncheon, the Youngstown Jewish-Christian Dialogue (Youngstown, OH, May 2007).

Presentation of paper on "The Historical Jesus and the Church," Center of Theological Inquiry,
Princeton, March 2006.

Presentation on "Jesus and Violence" for the Consultation on the Problem of Violence in
Scripture, March 2006, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

"Eschatology: The Last Things" for the Summer Youth Institute, Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary, July 2005

Featured speaker for the Spring Ecumenical Luncheon at Mount Aloysius College, Cresson, PA,
April 2005 ("The Old Testament in the New Testament").

Response to panel review of my commentary on The Testament of Abraham, Pseudepigrapha
Section, Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX, November 2004.

Featured speaker for the annual Friends University Ministers' Seminar Series, Wichita, KS,
November 2004 (four lectures on “The Last Things™).

Main speaker for the Duquesne Department of Theology's annual Ph.D. Colloquium, October
2004 ("The Historical Jesus and Contemporary Christology").

Invited paper on "The Historical Jesus and Gehenna," Catholic Biblical Association Annual
Meeting, Halifax, Nova Scotia, August 2004.

The Zarley Lectures at North Park University, Chicago, IL., November 2003 ("Resurrecting
Jesus").

Continuing Education Seminar, Westminster College, Office of Church Relations, October 2003
(four lectures on the Sermon on the Mount).

"Reading Scripture," for the Summer Youth Institute, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, July
2003
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Led on-line discussion for X-Talk, March 25-April 5, 2003, the focus being three then
unpublished chapters from my book, Resurrecting Jesus.

Lecture to the Department of Religion, University of McMaster, March 2003 (“Reflections on
the Testament of Abraham™).

The Hooker Lecture, University of McMaster, March 2003 ("The Current State of New
Testament Studies").

Lecture on "The Apocalyptic Jesus: Apologetical Aid and Theological Problem," for a
symposium on "Apocalypticism, Anti-Semitism and the Historical Jesus: Subtexts in Criticism,"
University of Toronto, March 2003.

Presentation of paper on "The Identity of Jesus in Matthew," Center of Theological Inquiry,
Princeton, February 2003.

Video taping of "Matthew's Infancy Narrative" for Abingdon's "Jesus in the Gospels," Nashville,
December 2002.

Invited paper on "Jesus and Gehenna" for the Historical Jesus Section, Society of Biblical
Literature Annual Meeting, Toronto, November 2002.

Two public lectures on "Scripture in Matthew," Franciscan University in Steubenville, Ohio,
October 2002.

Lecture at Vanderbilt on "The Historical Jesus," October 2002.

Lecturer for The Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation 46™ annual School for Pastors at
Hastings College, Hastings, NE, July 2002 (five lectures on "The Historical Study of Jesus").

The Henszey Lectures, State College Presbyterian Church, State College Pennsylvania, October
2001 (three lectures on "Matthew's Gospel in Recent Study").

"Reading Scripture," for the Summer Youth Institute, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, July
2001

Public lecture at the University of West Virginia, April 12 2001 ("The Historical Jesus").

Keynote speaker for the Annual Symposium on Exegetical Theology, Concordia Seminary, Fort
Wayne, IN, January, 2001 (lecture on "Jesus and Torah").

Public lecture at the University of Pittsburgh, December 2000 ("Method in Historical Jesus
Research").

Featured speaker for the 50th Anniversary Friends University Ministers' Seminar Series,
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Wichita, KS, October, 2000 (four lectures on “The Historical Jesus in the Last Hundred Years”).

Lecture for and leader of the English-speaking Seminar of the Colloquium Biblicum Lovaniense
XLIX at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, July 2000, Leuven, Belgium ("The New Exodus in
Q and the Historical Jesus").

Inaugural lecture for the Errett M. Grable chair in New Testament Exegesis and Early
Christianity, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, May 2000 ("Books and the Book").

Panel discussion with John Dominic Crossan, Paula Fredriksen, John Meier, and Ben
Witherington, fall 1999 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, Boston ("Representations of Jews and
Judaism in Current Work on the Historical Jesus").

Speaker for Pittsburgh Theological Seminary Summer School of Religion, June 1999 (five
lectures on "Living with the Gospel of Matthew").

Invited response to Benedict Viviano, "Peter as Jesus' Mouth: Matthew 16:13-20 in the Light of
Exodus 4:10-17 and Other Models," fall 1998 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, Orlando.

Panel discussion with John Dominic Crossan and Gerd Liidemann, 1997 spring meeting of the
Southeastern Commission for the Study of Religion ("Methodology in the Study of the
Traditions of Jesus") and November 1997 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, San Francisco.

Lecture for the conference on "Apocalyptic on the Eve of the New Millennium," University of
Chicago, November 1996 ("Jesus and Apocalyptic").

Lectures to post-graduate seminars at the Universities of Glasgow, St. Andrews, Aberdeen, and
Durham, February and March, 1996 ("Reflections on Q").

The Alexander Robertson Lecture, University of Glasglow, March 1996 ("The Historical Jesus
in Current Research").

Fred L. Parrish Memorial Lecture, Kansas State University History Department, Manhattan,
Kansas, March 1994 ("Religion in a Secular World").

Interview for ABC syndicated radio (Los Angeles) Dec. 19, 1993 (for "An Eye on Faith," on the
Christmas story).

Six weeks of lectures on "Great Personalities in Church History" for Frontiers: A Lay Institute at
Friends University, Wichita, KS, January-March 1991.

Lecture on "Biblical Exegesis and the Church Fathers" delivered to the September 1991 annual
meeting of the Society for the Study of Eastern Orthodoxy and Evangelicalism, Chicago.

Six weeks of lectures on "The Sermon on the Mount" for The Fall Academy, East Heights



26

United Methodist Church, Wichita, Kansas, September-October, 1990.

Six lectures on "Intertestamental Judaism and the New Testament" for Frontiers: A Lay Institute
at Friends University, Wichita, KS, January-March, 1990.

New College Lectures, Friends University, Wichita, KS, 1989 ("The Dead Sea Scrolls: The State
of the Discussion"; "Early Christian Asceticism").

Six lectures on "The Sermon on the Mount" for Frontiers: A Lay Institute at Friends University,
Wichita, KS, January-March 1991.

AWARDS

Constructing Jesus selected as "Best Book Relating to the New Testament" for 2009-2010 by the
Biblical Archaeology Society; see Biblical Archaeology Review Sept/Oct 2011, p. 9.

Jesus of Nazareth: Millenarian Prophet selected as a top ten book for parish ministry by the
Academy of Parish Clergy, Inc. for 1998.

Recipient of Pew Grant for 1997-1998 academic year.
Scholarships granted by Duke University Department of Religion, 1978-1982.
Department and University Honors, Wichita State University, 1977 (Summa cum laude).
First Prize, Ransom Butler Essay Contest in Religion, 1976 (Wichita State University).
First Prize, Ransom Butler Essay Contest in Religion, 1975 (Wichita State University).
EDUCATION
1982 Ph.D. (with distinction) Duke University

Graduate School of Religion

Biblical Studies

Doctoral dissertation: "The End of the Ages has come: An Early Interpretation of the
Passion and Resurrection of Jesus"; director: W. D. Davies

1979 M.A. Duke University
Graduate School of Religion
Biblical Studies

1977 B.A., Summa Cum Laude Wichita State University
Honors in Religion College of Liberal Arts
Major in Religion
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Major in Philosophy

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

Extraordinary Professor and Research Collaborator, Research Unit of the Faculty of Theology of
the North-West University (Unit for Reformed Theology and the Development of the South-
African Society), Potchefstroom, South Africa, 2014-2017.

Richard J. Dearborn Professor of New Testament, Princeton Theological Seminary, 2013-.
Hooker Distinguished Visiting Professor, McMaster University, spring 2003.

Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 2001-
2013.

Adjunct Professor of Religious Studies in the Kenneth P. Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences,
University of Pittsburgh, 2001-2016.

Errett M. Grable Chair of New Testament and Early Christianity, Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary, 2001-2013.

Associate Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary,
1997-2001.

The Alexander Robertson Lecturer, University of Glasgow, spring 1996.

Instructor, Kansas Newman College, 1994-1997.

Adjunct Lecturer, Kansas Newman College, 1992-1993.

Research Fellow, Friends University, 1989-1997.

Adjunct Lecturer, Wichita State University, 1987-1988.

Research Scholar, Saint Paul School of Theology, 1986-1989.

Research Associate, Department of Religion, Texas Christian University, 1982-1986.
Research Assistant to Professor W. D. Davies, Duke University, 1978-1982.

Research Assistant to Professor John Schiitz, University of North Carolina, 1979-1980.
EDITORIAL WORK

Editorial Board, Library of New Testament Studies, 2014-.
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Editorial Advisory Board, Open Theology, 2013-.

Editorial Board for the monograph series, Studies of the Bible and Its Reception (de Gruyter),
2012-2017.

Main Editor for the New Testament area, The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception,
2011-2014.

Editorial Board, New Testament Studies, 2010-2012.

Faculty Advisor, Pittsburgh Theological Journal, 2009-2013.
Editorial Board, Library of Historical Jesus Studies, 2004-2008.
Editorial Board, Journal for the Study of the Historical Jesus, 2002-.

Area Editor: the synoptic gospels and Acts, for The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception,
2001-2012.

Editorial Board, Journal for the Study of the New Testament, 1999-2002.
Editorial Board, Horizons in Biblical Theology, 1999-2003.

Book Review Editor, Journal of Biblical Literature, 1999-2001.
Associate Editor, Review of Biblical Literature, 1997-2000.

Associate Editor, New Testament Book Reviews, Journal of Biblical Literature, 1997-1999.
Sub-editor for Religious Studies Review, 1996-1998.

Editorial Board, Journal of Biblical Literature, 1994-1997.

Editorial Assistant, The Cambridge History of Judaism, 1979-1986.
MEMBER OF

Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas

Catholic Biblical Association

Society of Biblical Literature

American Theological Society
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Working Group on the Identity of Jesus, Center for Theological Inquiry, Princeton, 2003-2006
REFERENCES
Beverly Roberts Gaventa, Distinguished Professor of New Testament Interpretation,

Department of Religion, Baylor University, One Bear Place #97284, Waco, TX 76798-7284;
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Francis Watson, Research Professor, Department of Theology, University of Durham, Abbey
House, Palace Green, Durham, DH1 3RS, England; email: f.b.watson@abdn.ac.uk.

SELECTION OF COURSES TAUGHT

Princeton Theological Seminary

The Bible and Religious Experience

The Gospel of Matthew

Hellenistic Jewish Texts

Hermeneutics and the History of Interpretation

Introduction to the New Testament

Jews and Judaism in Christian Scripture, Preaching, and Theology
Paul and Tradition

The Quest for the Historical Jesus

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

The Bible and the Last Things

The Bible, Theology, and Culture

The Biblical Colloquium for the D.Min. Program
Biblical Theology

First Century Judaism

The Gospel of Matthew

Greek Exegesis of the New Testament

Greek Reading

Hermeneutics and the History of Interpretation
Introduction to the Church Fathers
Introduction to the Gospels and Acts

New Testament Greek |

New Testament Greek 11

The Quest for the Historical Jesus

The Sermon on the Mount

The Ten Commandments



Violence in the Bible

Friends University

Ancient History

Church History

Hebrew 1

Honors Seminar in the Humanities
Introduction to Philosophy
Masterpieces of World Literature
New Testament Introduction

Old Testament Introduction
Religions of the World
Researched Composition on Literature
The Renaissance

Western Civilization 1

Kansas Newman College

Introduction to the New Testament
Introduction to the Old Testament
Introduction to Philosophy
Religions of the World

University of Glasgow

The Gospel of Matthew

Wichita State University

Introduction to the New Testament
The Sermon on the Mount

PHD COMMITTIES
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Outside examiner for Daniel A. Smith, "The Post-Mortem Vindication of Jesus in the Sayings of

Q," Wycliffe College and the Biblical Department of the Toronto School of Theology;

successfully defended May 2001 and later published as The Post-Mortem Vindication of Jesus in

the Sayings Gospel Q (Library of New Testament Studies 338; T. & T. Clark Intl., 2006).

Committee member for Peter C. de Vries, "Appropriating Apocalyptic: Paul Ricoeur's

Hermeneutic and the Discourse of Mark 13," the University of Pittsburgh; successfully defended
April, 2010 and later published as Paul Ricoeur's Hermeneutics and the Discourse of Mark 13:

Appropriating the Apocalyptic (Studies in the Thought of Paul Ricoeur; Lanham, MD:

Lexington Books, 2016).
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Outside examiner for Benedict Christopher Cooper, "Incorporated Servanthood: A "Pragmatic-
Critical' Analysis of the Theocentric Commitment Evoked by Matthew's Gospel," Faculty of
Arts, University of Western Sydney (in collaboration with Moore Theological College);
successfully defended June 2010; published as Incorporated Servanthood: Commitment and
Discipleship in the Gospel of Matthew, Library of New Testament Studies 490 (London: T. & T.
Clark Continuum, 2013).

Outside examiner for Matt Emerson, "Christ and the New Creation: A Canonical Approach to
the Theology of the New Testament," Southeastern Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina;
successfully defended March 2011.

Director for Nancy Klancher, "The Canaanite Woman: A History of Interpretation," the
University of Pittsburgh; successfully defended March 2012; revised edition published as
The Taming of the Canaanite Woman: Constructions of Christian Identity in the Afterlife of
Matthew 15:21-28 (Studies of the Bible and Its Reception; Berlin: de Gruyter, 2013).

Outside examiner for Catherine Sider Hamilton, "Innocent Blood Traditions in Early Judaism
and the Death of Jesus in Matthew," the University of Toronto; successfully defended April
2013 and later published as The Death of Jesus in Matthew: Innocent Blood and the End of
Exile, Society for New Testament Studies Monograph Series 166 (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge
University Press, 2017).

Outside examiner for Nicholas Ellis, "Jewish Hermeneutics of Divine Testing with Special
Reference to the Epistle of James," University of Oxford, U.K.; successfully defended
November 2013 and later published as The Hermeneutics of Divine Testing: Cosmic Trials and
Biblical Interpretation in the Epistle of James and Other Jewish Literature (WUNT 2/396;
Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2015).

Committee member for Kara Lyons-Pardue, on "The Longer Ending of Mark and Mary
Magdalene"; successfully defended December 2014.

Committee member for Melanie Howard, "Mothers in the Gospel of Mark"; successfully
defended May, 2015.

Outside examiner for Jake Pratt, "Covenant Witness and Cosmic Renewal: Deuteronomy and the
Memory of Heaven and Earth in Matthew 5:18 and 24:35," Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina; successfully defended October, 2015.

Director for Tucker Ferda, "The Galilean Crisis: The History of an Idea," the University of
Pittsburgh; successfully defended spring 2016.

Committee member for Thomas Dixon, "The Wrath of God and Israel in Romans," Princeton
Theological Seminary; successfully defended spring 2016.



32

Committee member for Janette H. Ok, "Who You Are No Longer: Constructing Ethnic Identity
in 1 Peter," Princeton Theological Seminary; successfully defended spring 2018.
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